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Britain has a long tradition of offering protection to those fleeing persecution, many of whom have gone 
on to make a considerable contribution to our society. It also has a reputation for fairness and justice that 
is the envy of many other nations. 
 
We believe that the great majority of British people are sympathetic towards those who come here 
seeking help and protection. 
 
We have come together in Birmingham on 15th November 2014 in recognition that the position of refugees 
and migrants is aggravated in Europe and in Britain in an unprecedented way. We can no longer just watch 
in silence as millions flee Syria only to be warehoused in refugee camps and thousands drown in desperate 
attempts to reach the Western world across the sea. This is a matter of life and death.  

We commit ourselves to work together to ensure that our great country continues to be a safe place for 
those fleeing persecution and a welcoming place for all people who come here to study, work or join 
family and who will work alongside us to build a just and fair society. 

We commit ourselves today to a core set of principles and asks that will strengthen our collective efforts to 
protect the rights of strangers amongst us. Through these commitments we seek accountability and 
justice. We are asking our Parliament and our Government to take necessary steps to deliver that change.  

These commitments tackle the causes and consequences of the very vulnerable position refugees and 
migrants find themselves in.  They are within the scope of the international protection framework that 
Britain has been signatory to for decades. 

Recognising that we all have a role to play, we are asking our Government to do all they can to ensure that: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. All asylum seekers, refugees and migrants should be treated with dignity and respect.  
We ask that the debate on immigration is conducted with care for the dignity of people who are 
vulnerable, who do not have a voice in the public domain and who have to suffer the consequences of 
inaccurate and inflammatory language. We appeal to all politicians and to the media to conduct the pre-
election debate responsibly, sticking to the facts and bearing these principles in mind. 
 
2. A fair and effective process to decide whether people need protection should be in place.  
We ask for a high standard of decision making on refugee protection cases. After years of very public 
failure, we demand a system that is fair and efficient and ensures protection for those who need it. People 
should have access to good quality legal advice and representation during the process, publicly funded 
when they are unable to pay. Not everyone is entitled to refugee status in Britain, but they are entitled to 
a fair process to determine if they are in need of protection. 
 
3. No one should be locked up indefinitely. 
We seek an end to the indefinite detention of asylum seekers and migrants. No one should be deprived of 
their liberty with no judicial oversight. Indefinite detention is unacceptable, costly and ineffective. We ask 
for a reasonable time limit to be introduced and other safeguards put in place to ensure the lawfulness 
and fairness within the system.  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We make a commitment to take action on these principles and asks together and translate them into 
collaborative actions in our organisations and communities locally and nationally in the run up to the next 
general elections and beyond.  
 
We commit ourselves to work strategically together.  We will come back next year to check our progress 
against these principles and asks and make plans for what needs to be done in the future, together. Below 
are the first of what we believe will be hundreds of organisations signing this declaration. 
 

 
Amnesty International - Kate Allen, Director 
Bristol Refugee Rights - Beth Wilson, Director 
British Future – Sunder Katwala, Director 
British Red Cross - Jonathan Ellis, Head of Policy, Research and Advocacy 
British Refugee Council - Maurice Wren, Chief Executive 
Churches Refugee Network - Jonathan Clark, Bishop of Croydon, CRN Chair 
City of Sanctuary - Alan Thomas, Chair of Trustees, 
Counterpoints Arts - Áine O’Brien & Almir Koldzic, Co-Directors 
Detention Forum - Eiri Ohtani, Director 
Doctors of the World UK - Lucy Jones, UK Programme Manager 
Free Churches Group - Rev Dr Hugh Osgood, Moderator 
International Care Network - James Davies, Chair of Trustees 
Jesuit Refugee Service UK - Louise Zanre, Director 
Migrant and Refugee Communities Forum (The Forum) - Zrinka Bralo, Executive Director 
Migrant Voice - Nazek Ramadan, Director 
Migrants’ Rights Network - Don Flynn, Director 
North of England Refugee Service - Mohamed Nasreldin, CEO 
Northern Refugee Service - Jim Steinke, CEO 
Oxfam Cymru - Kirsty Daies, Head 
Platforma Arts + Refugee Network - Tom Green, Coordinator 
Refugee Action - Dave Garratt, Chief Executive 
Refugee Survival Trust - Diana Rix, Coordinator 
Refugee Week UK - Jess Linton, Coordinator 
Restore, Birmingham Churches Together - Shari Brown, Coordinator 
RETAS Leeds - Roger Nyantou, Director 
Right to Remain - Michael Collins, Director 
Scottish Refugee Council - Gary Christie, Head of Policy and Communications 
Still Human Still Here - Mike Kaye, Advocacy Manager 
Student Action for Refugees – STAR - Emma Williams, Chief Executive 
The Boaz Trust - Dave Smith, Founder 
The Junction, Derry/Londonderry - Maureen Hetherinton, Coordinator 
Welsh Refugee Council - Salah Mohamed, Chief Executive 
Zimbabwe Community Group Northern Ireland - Ronald Tinofirei Vellum, Chairman  

 
 

 
4. No one should be left sick or destitute in our society. 
It cannot be right that people are left destitute in modern Britain, banned from working but denied 
support. Until they are granted protection and can work, asylum seekers should receive sufficient support 
to meet their essential living needs while in the UK. We are asking that those whose cases have taken 
more than six months to resolve, or who have been refused but are unable to return home, should 
receive permission to work. All of them should be allowed free access to NHS services 
 
5. We should welcome the stranger and help them to integrate. 
People should integrate, and we should help them to do so. We are asking for support for asylum seekers 
to be welcomed and befriended on arrival. To help them integrate and participate in the local community 
they should be able to learn English, with free tuition provided where needed. 
 
 


